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The purpose of this two day virtual meeting was to review the draft of the TMAC report on 
reviewing the technical aspects of what the Biggert Waters Act of 2012 has named the 
National Flood Mapping Program and that the Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability 
Act of 2014 has required TMAC to assess.  Intensive research and writing efforts had 
yielded a huge document earlier this spring that lost its focus in the details, and so the 
latest draft is significantly shorter and more focused.  Prior research and writing efforts 
were worth the extensive effort, however, as it provided an opportunity for all TMAC 
members to become much more familiar with various aspects of the mapping program so 
that it became easier to find the most important discussion points.  
 
TMAC is not of a single mind, having such a variety of interests and perspectives 
represented by its 20 voting members, and there were several heated debates mixed in 
with the technical clarifications and cleaning up of phrasing.  With a group this large, 
writing a single document to be signed off on by everyone requires a lot of discussion. In 
the end, and running beyond the scheduled meeting times, we did come up with a 
document that will be provided to us for final proofreading (no changes in content, just 
editing corrections) before the July 1 completion and delivery date.  When it becomes 
available, it will be posted on FEMA’s website under TMAC’s own page: 
http://www.fema.gov/technical-mapping-advisory-council  
 
The day following thia two-day full TMAC meeting, the subcommittee addressing the topic 
of “communication” for the Annual Report met briefly (about 20 minutes), resuming our 
every other week schedule.  As the Annual Report had been set aside while everyone 
worked furiously on the Technical Review Report, we discussed where we had left off and 
what new assignments to this topic had come out of the process of working on the 
Technical Review.  So we will be modifying our outline to incorporate those additional 
points to be made.  Because throwing data at people is different from the recipients 
actually understanding and being able to use that information, we are likely to have a short 
introductory chapter on communication in general and then will incorporate a section on 
communication into each of the other Annual Report chapters.  
 
The full TMAC is no longer scheduled to meet in July, which was to have been another 
virtual meeting.  Instead, we are currently scheduled to reconvene in Reston, VA on August 
9 and 10.  
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